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Dear Class of 2016:
Virginia Commonwealth University is a premier national research 
university with a mission focused on people. Research that helps 
people. Care that heals people. Teaching that empowers people. 
Service that embraces people.
Our greatest successes, then, are the successes of our people, 
including those of you who are earning your degree today. You are 
graduating from one of America’s great public research universi-
ties; as such, your educational experience has been about more 
than completing your courses and receiving a grade. It has been 
about making your knowledge real to solve real problems that will 
make a real difference in the real world. It has been about becom-
ing leaders in your academic disciplines and in your communities.  
It has been about innovating, transforming and creating opportunities  
for yourself and others.
You are part of a rich legacy at VCU. For 178 years, your alma mater has focused on helping 
students like you become creators, innovators and entrepreneurs who will advance the human 
experience around the world. As you graduate from VCU, always remember that your opportu-
nities are boundless because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and alumni of VCU, I congratulate you on the 
remarkable achievement of your commencement. We are so proud of you and encourage  
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Processional VCU Commencement Band 
  Terry L. Austin, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Band 
  Forrest Glass, Soloist
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Commencement Address  Pamela K. El
Recognition of Degree Candidates 
 Honorary Degree Michael Rao, President 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal 
 Board of Visitors Award
Conferring of Degrees/Honors Recognition
Doctors of Education and Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
  Hooding by Dean F. Douglas Boudinot  
  and Faculty Adviser 
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Medicine Jerome F. Strauss III, Dean 
 School of Pharmacy Joseph T. DiPiro, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Jacqueline Smith-Mason, Associate Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Humanities and Sciences Alison Baski, Interim Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of the Arts Joseph H. Seipel, Dean 
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Education Leila Christenbury, Interim Dean 
 School of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs Niraj Verma, Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work James E. Hinterlong, Dean 
 University College Shelli B. Fowler, Interim Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Leonard A. Smock, Interim Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks James E. Williams,  
  VCU Alumni President
Recessional** VCU Commencement Band
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2016. 
*The audience will stand for the national anthem.     **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.
4     VCU Commencement 2016
2016 Recipient
Pamela K. El
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
As executive vice president and chief marketing officer at the 
National Basketball Association, Pamela K. El is responsible for global 
marketing for the NBA, WNBA and NBA Development League.
With more than 30 years of experience, El is recognized as an indus-
try leader for her expertise in brand management, marketing strategy, 
creative development and media and sponsorships. Prior to joining 
the NBA, El was senior vice president of financial brand marketing 
for Nationwide Insurance and also spent more than a decade with 
State Farm Insurance as marketing vice president, where she led 
sales and marketing strategy for the U.S. and Canada. Earlier in her 
career, El held positions with Terebeam Corp. in Seattle, U.S. West 
Communications in Denver, and The Martin Agency in Phoenix and 
Richmond, Virginia. She began her marketing career in 1983 with 
Siddall, Matus and Coughter, also located in Richmond.
El earned a bachelor’s degree in mass communications from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. She previously served on the board of 
directors of the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, the Ad Council 
and the LeBron James Family Foundation. El currently serves on the 
board of the VCU Brandcenter.
El has received several distinctions, including being named to 
Advertising Age’s 100 Most Influential Women in Advertising, 
being granted a Corporate Citizen Award from the Steve Harvey 
Foundation and being honored as one of the most influential black 
women in business by the Network Business Journal. Earlier this 
year, El was named one of the top 50 Women in Marketing and 
Advertising by Black Enterprise and was listed by Forbes as one of the 
25 Most Influential Minorities in Sports.
She resides in New York City with her husband, William.
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established 
in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have 
made outstanding 
contributions or provided 
exemplary services to 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented 
by the president at 
Commencement, the 
medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, 
who was chair of the 
commission that led 
to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
For their extraordinary philanthropy and 
volunteer service at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, True Farr Luck and Charles S. 
“Charlie” Luck III are being honored with 
the Edward A. Wayne Medal.
The couple and their family own Luck 
Companies, which began as a family busi-
ness in 1923. Charles Luck III is the current 
chairman. Both True and Charlie are long-
time civic leaders and philanthropists, most 
especially in the areas of the arts, education 
and health, and with a focus on Richmond-
area nonprofits.
The couple’s exceptional generosity has 
served as a catalyst for the family to be 
engaged across the university. They, along 
with their children, have made a leadership 
commitment to the VCU Massey Cancer 
Center to fully endow a chair in cancer 
research. The creation of this chair has allowed Massey to recruit Dr. Charles 
Geyer, who is the associate director for clinical research. True serves as a devoted 
ambassador in the effort to raise awareness and support; she is very involved in 
events and opportunities in support of Massey’s cancer research mission. The 
Lucks’ kindness and generosity continue to aid Massey in its efforts to thrive as 
a center of excellence and to remain at the forefront of cancer research, innova-
tive treatment options and compassionate care. 
Recently, the Lucks made a significant leadership commitment to the VCU 
Institute for Contemporary Art, where True plays an important volunteer role 
as an active member of the ICA’s Campaign Committee. Her deep personal 
involvement and the remarkable gift they made have truly provided inspiration 
for others to follow suit in supporting a key university priority. The couple’s 
commitment supports Richmond’s nationally recognized arts community and 
will foster artistic and innovative global collaborations, rotating exhibitions, 
performances and special programs.
Furthermore, True and Charlie and the Luck Companies have provided 
longtime, generous support for the growth and development of the VCU Rice 
Rivers Center, providing both financial gifts as well as hardscape materials to 
maintain and improve the property. Their contributions have both enriched and 
enhanced the student experience, leaving an indelible mark on our institution. 
True and Charlie’s passionate dedication to VCU through volunteer lead-
ership and philanthropy is exemplary. The university is grateful for their 
loyalty and devoted service, which has had a meaningful and lasting impact 
on our community. 
2016 Recipients
True Farr Luck and  
Charles S. Luck III
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Mr. Marvin Hy-Minh Chau exempli-
fies the areas of academic achievement, 
leadership and service that truly capture 
the spirit of Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 
With a 3.9 grade point average, Chau 
has obtained an outstanding academic 
record as a biology major on the pre-med-
icine track. He has been recognized for his 
scholastic achievement many times over, 
including being named to the National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars and the 
dean’s list and also has received the VCU 
Academic Excellence Award. He has been 
described as an engaging and thoughtful 
student who takes full advantage of the 
opportunities afforded him on campus to 
reach his goal of becoming a surgeon.
Chau has demonstrated strong leadership skills while at VCU by actively 
participating on university committees, being elected to leadership roles for 
various organizations, as well as being a resident assistant, undergraduate 
teaching assistant and Ram Camp leader, among other things. He is a mem-
ber of Omicron Delta Kappa — the national leadership honor society — and 
has received the Emerging Leaders Program scholarship. He finds it rewarding 
to discover new ways to nourish and refine his leadership skills.
Serving both the VCU and Richmond communities has also brought a 
sense of compassionate purpose to Chau. From participating in the ASPiRE 
program and volunteering in the hospital setting to mentoring youth at a 
local Boys and Girls Club and more, he has seen the impact a person can 
make on the lives of others in a meaningful way. These experiences have 
helped shape his personal growth, and in gratitude, he has dedicated himself 
to the university and the community at large.
Chau is a first-generation American and the first in his family to attend 
college.





University Board of 
Visitors Award recognizes 
the achievements of an 
outstanding undergraduate 
student who represents 
the distinctive attributes of 
a VCU student: outstanding 
academic achievement, 
leadership and service 
to the university and 
the community at large. 
The recipient of the 
award will receive a 
one-year scholarship 
in the amount equal to 
in-state tuition and fees.
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may be 
recognized in academic processions. Graduates from 
Virginia Commonwealth University may wear a 
hood showing a black chevron on gold background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.
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of Colleges and Schools to award Baccalaureate, Master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
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VCU Commencement 2016     13 * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student







































































































Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies, African American Studies
Merced, California
Fultz, Emily Hope*
Political Science, Gender, 
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Kier, Mariah Irene Sherylle
Political Science
Staunton, Virginia








































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences





































































































Pollock, Mary Cynthia VeDora
Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies




























Remick, Elizabeth Ashley Celeste
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vonVorys-Norton, Margaret  
Carly Patrice










































































Candidates presented by 
Interim Dean Alison A. Baski
Alwazir, Danyah Tarek




Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Sandston, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Bernarding, Corinn P.**












































































































































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Dinwiddie, Virginia
Toledo Spetz, Franchesca 
Yolanda*












Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Williams, Abigail Christine*
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Long Valley, New Jersey
Antolijao, Joel Vincent
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Blackwell, Edward David IV*
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Brooks, Katilyn Nicole Lee*
























































































































Knotts Island, North Carolina
Cason, Vincent James Jr.
Anthropology
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Coloma, Sarah Michelle Boco
Economics
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Conde De La Pena, Ervin Josue









Cook, Alicia Rebekah Samone
Psychology


























































College of Humanities and Sciences

































































































Biology and Political Science
Richmond, Virginia























































































Early, Ashley Diane Jenna




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Nokesville, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences







































Empeno, Christian Ian Lacson*
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Gall, Stuart M.*































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
















































































































































































Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Hutson, Brianna Alexis*













Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Colonia, New Jersey
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Forensic Science and Chemistry
Denver, Colorado
Johnson, Kori Alison**
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Kim, Andy Choi




Health, Physical Education and 



























































































































Lazatin, Anna Rose Arcebido
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Liang, Judy
































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences



































Psychology, African American Studies
Richmond, Virginia





























































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences










































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Midlothian, Virginia















































































































College of Humanities and Sciences

























Pollock, Mary Cynthia VeDora
Psychology
Port St. Joe, Florida
Pompa, Gilbert Russell Jr.*
Mass Communications
Chesapeake, Virginia
Ponce De Leon, Franco Andre
Economics
McLean, Virginia
Port, Audrey Alanna Kelbourne*



















































Quinones Velez, Ingrid Marie
Science
Hopewell, Virginia
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Robinson, Gregory Taurian-Kebba II*






















Forensic Science and Chemistry
Berryville, Virginia
Rogers, Alisa Jade*

























































San Soucie, Jessica Cherie
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia






































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
















































Sky Lark, Selu Sage**
Sociology, Gender, Sexuality 
and Women's Studies
Richmond, Virginia


























































Spinner, Hannah Campbell 
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia







Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesapeake, Virginia






























































College of Humanities and Sciences






















































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences

























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
























Candidates presented by 































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Fowler, Charity A.








Candidates presented by 




































































Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 



























Candidates presented by 











College of Humanities and Sciences











Physics and Applied Physics
Richmond, Virginia
Blades, William Harrison



























































































































































Franklin Lakes, New Jersey
Pedersen, Lauren Nicole










Cherry Hill, New Jersey
College of Humanities and Sciences





























Summers Bellin, Erin Grace
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School of Allied Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 





















































































































































































School of Allied Health Professions















Candidates presented by 












































Master of Health 
Administration
Candidates presented by 














Gill, Jeffrey M. Jr.
Richmond, Virginia





























Candidates presented by 
























































Master of Science in 
Health Administration
Candidates presented by 
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Chojecka, Agnieszka
North Chesterfield, Virginia
























Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 







Candidates presented by 








Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 












































































Doctor of Occupational 
Therapy
Candidate presented by 




Doctor of Physical 
Therapy
Candidates presented by 
































School of Allied Health Professions














































































West Babylon, New York
Zweier, Katherine Anne
Charlotte, North Carolina
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 









































































Candidates presented by 












Al-Kuwari, Aisha Ali A.Z.*
Art History
Doha, Qatar




































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts


















































































































































Cinema and Foreign Language
Falls Church, Virginia
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 





















Al Busaidi, Khulood Khalid
Fashion
Muscat, Oman
Al Omar, Thuraya K.**
Interior Design
Reston, Virginia
Al-Buainain, Noof Ahmed S.A.**
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Alfadala, Noora Ali S.N.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Hajri, Jawaher Murait F.F.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar




School of the Arts
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Al-Majid, Muna Mohammed M.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar












Al-Muftah, Yara Abdulaziz Y.Y.*
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Muzafer, Aisha Ahmad A.Y.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Naimi, Bashayer Hassab N.A.
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Naimi, Fatima Rashid N.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Nasr, Moza Khalifa N.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar













































Craft and Material Studies
Charlottesville, Virginia
Beckner, Kara Elizabeth*




























































Bujaloof, Hissa Saleh H.A.*
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar



















































School of the Arts
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Coleman, Chloe Odea
































































































































































































School of the Arts








Craft and Material Studies
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Horton, Jesse Thomas






















































































































































































School of the Arts


































































































Craft and Material Studies
Triangle, Virginia
Nolen, Misti Lauren*
Craft and Material Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Oistad, Sean Philip






















































































School of the Arts






















































Whitehouse Station, New Jersey
Seto, Corinna Paige
Painting and Printmaking
Short Hills, New Jersey
Shilstone, Robert Arthur*
Communication Arts


















































Communication Arts  


















































































School of the Arts





















































Candidates presented by 






































































Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 







Candidates presented by 














Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 







New York, New York


















School of the Arts



































































































































































Master of Interdisciplinary 
Studies
Candidates presented by 









Candidate presented by 




























































































































































































































































































Caple, Gregory D. Jr.
Information Systems
Manassas, Virginia





































































Craig, John Michael Jr.
Real Estate
Chester, Virginia













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Salman, Muhemmed Yousuf Ali
Economics
Islamabad, Pakistan
























































































































































































































Accounting and Information Systems
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Yi, Hyelim
















Candidates presented by 
















































Candidates presented by 





























Candidates presented by 














Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 













































































































































































































Master of Product 
Innovation
Candidates presented by 






























Candidates presented by 
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Le, Khanh Huynh Minh
Business
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Le, Kim Khuyen T.
Business

















































































































































































































































































































































Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidate presented by 
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School of Dentistry
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 






































































Master of Science 
in Dentistry
Candidates presented by 






























Doctor of Dental Surgery
Candidates presented by 




























































Erbesti, Alexandra Nicole Brock
Richmond, Virginia
Gallegos, Nicolas Manuel





















































Moreno, Colleen Marie Javier
Springfield, Virginia
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Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean Leila Christenbury
Weggen, Joseph Henry









Candidates presented by 















Online Teaching for K-12 Educators
Erie, Pennsylvania
Kirk, Suzanne Virginia
Online Teaching for K-12 Educators
Midlothian, Virginia
Lambert, Gillian M.
Online Teaching for K-12 Educators
Richmond, Virginia
Lynch, Allyson Ridgway

































Online Teaching for K-12 Educators
Sharpsburg, North Carolina
Young, Tina H.
Online Teaching for K-12 Educators
Rocky Mount, Virginia
Master of Education
Candidates presented by 













































































Harrell, Joseph Armster II
Adult Learning
Hanover, Virginia




















































































































Candidates presented by 
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 




















Candidates presented by 






























Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Alsinan, Rayyan Abdulaziz





Andrade, Nicolas Miguel*** °





























































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Chesapeake, Virginia
Casalenuovo, Andrew Wayne*





























































School of Engineering 
School of Engineering




































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Chester, Virginia
Fuller, Trae M.








































































































Keesee, William Earl Jr.
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Matthew, Palmer Thomas** °
Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia
McColley, Campbell James** °

















Mercado Buelvas, Carolina 
Andrea



























Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Springfield, Virginia
















































Parrish, Chance Carter*** °







































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
South Chesterfield, Virginia
Rinaldi, Peter D.









72     VCU Commencement 2016  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student
Rodriguez Campos, Mario Jose
Mechanical Engineering
Falls Church, Virginia
Ronnau, F. William IV**




































Computer Science and Homeland 






Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Woodbridge, Virginia
















Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia
Suwaiket, Zainab Hassan*















































Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Richmond, Virginia




Computer Engineering and 
Computer Science
Roanoke, Virginia


















































Candidates presented by 
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Master of Science
Candidates presented by 





Aladwani, Ghali Hassan A.






















Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Richmond, Virginia
James, Beau J. Sr.
Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Williamsburg, Virginia
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean Niraj Verma
Aleghfeli, Hareb Khalfan








































































































































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Arlington, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Parikh, Darshan K.*




























Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness and Criminal Justice
Burke, Virginia
Vasquez, Greysi































































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia



























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs















Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Floure, Trashun L.












































































Hodges, Marvin D. II*




























































































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs

























































Urban and Regional Studies
Chesapeake, Virginia
Roberts, Jeffrey
Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Robertson, Helen L.






























































Candidates presented by 





























































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs





Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Alonso, Angela
































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
San Jose, California
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School









Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Borchers, Eric K.
Urban and Regional Planning
Laurel, Maryland
Burch, Colin William
Urban and Regional Planning
Edgewood, Kentucky
Delross, Emily E.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
Fewster, Wendy C.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
Garcia, Alicia Renee
Urban and Regional Planning
Charlottesville, Virginia
Howard, Jonathan W.
Urban and Regional Planning
Chesterfield, Virginia
Howell, Laura Aster
Urban and Regional Planning
Midlothian, Virginia
Kuttesch, Alexander James
Urban and Regional Planning
Buffalo, New York
Norman, Spencer
Urban and Regional Planning
Smithfield, Virginia
Pancotti, Louis Allen
Urban and Regional Planning
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Pham, Jamie T.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
Portier, Michelle
Urban and Regional Planning
Seymour, Tennessee
Sanford, Joseph W.
Urban and Regional Planning
Danville, Virginia
Schardein, Daniel B.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
Wishon, Allison E.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
Wolfe, David B.
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Ijaz, Maryum Khalid
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Balan, Bharat
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Berg, Scott Hilliard
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Bommineni, Pranav Reddy
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Cary, North Carolina
Capalbo, Joseph Salvatore
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Randolph, New Jersey
Catherman, Colin M.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chesterfield, Virginia
Cha, Josiah Sung-Kwon
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Leesburg, Virginia
Chaudhry, Luqman
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Springfield, Virginia
Chen, Susan
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Chi, Margaret Young Jae
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Choi, In-Young
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
Choi, Soonhong
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Cororaton, Agnes D.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Falls Church, Virginia
Crawford, Fred Grimm
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Davis, Nicholas Aaron
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
De Guzman, Ainee
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Moseley, Virginia
De Ocampo, Christel Noelynne
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Lovettsville, Virginia
Deuell, Zachary
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Poquoson, Virginia
Dobbs, Erica Lynn
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Glen Allen, Virginia
Doe, Keli Kobla
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
Han, Kevin W.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Hedden, Morgan
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Hojati, Deanna
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Great Falls, Virginia
Jarbath, Medjine
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Brandon, Florida
Khaleghzadegan, Salar
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Baltimore, Maryland
Kim, Alice S.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Kim, Davis Yeon
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Kim, Moon-Jun Brian
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Springfield, Virginia
Kim, Sarah E.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Cerritos, California
Kim, Sung Woo
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Kleinknecht, Sarah
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
McLean, Virginia
Larsen, James Douglas
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Gainesville, Virginia
Laws, Matthew Allen
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Galax, Virginia
Lee, Sang Hee
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Ma, Yuchi
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Rockville, Maryland
Malik, Amir
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
May, Alexander Thomas
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbine, Maryland
McClanahan, Alexander Mark
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Moon, Dong Hun
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Centreville, Virginia
Motley, Lauren
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Narayan, Pratyush
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
New York, New York
Naseri, Mitra
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
River Falls, Wisconsin
Nelson, Darwin C.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Corona, California
Norouzi, Anahita
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Potomac, Maryland
Nutcharoen, Aratara Atha
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
O’Connell, Patrick Ryan
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Newport News, Virginia
Orinda, Miriam Achieng
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Perryville, Maryland
Patel, Jayna
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Santa Maria, California
Prakash, Meeta Bharati
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Rose, Mark David
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Millersville, Maryland
Salomonsky, David Ryce
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Santos, Madison Ann Louise
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Norfolk, Virginia
Shah, Nikhil Narendra
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chester, Virginia
Shah, Shalin
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Sheehan, Connor James
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Sherman, Elizabeth Erin
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Sibbald, Kiera Nicole
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
British Columbia, Canada
Simpson, Mary Helen Lanning
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Morganton, North Carolina
Sitta, Ramsey
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Great Falls, Virginia
Socolovsky, Leandro David
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Yorktown, Virginia
Spengler, Joseph Raymond
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Stovall, Madeline
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Talegaonkar, Sonia
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Treasure, Sean Austin
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
Tuck, Joseph McEarl
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Vu, Christine Tiffany
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Milpitas, California
Whalen-Kelly, Eric R.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arvada, Colorado
Will, Alex H.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Glen Allen, Virginia
Woodside, Aaron George
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Bartlesville, Oklahoma
Yoon, Iris Heidi
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Burke, Virginia
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 























Candidates presented by 



























































































Candidates presented by 
Dean Jerome F. Strauss III
Abi-Falah, Ranya Patricia
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Medical 





Hospital Appointment: Providence 
Sacred Heart Medical Center, 
Spokane, Washington
(Transitional)





Hospital Appointment: Inova Fairfax 




Hospital Appointment: University 
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Anderson, Tyler John
Farmington, Utah
Hospital Appointment: University 




Ardanowski, Nathan Ross 
Livonia, Michigan
Hospital Appointment: Texas 
Technical University Affiliated 




Hospital Appointment: San 
Antonio Military Medical Center, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas
(Radiology)
Avent, Kassi Maris
Newport News, Virginia 
Hospital Appointment: Bryn Mawr 




Hospital Appointment: North Colorado 























Hospital Appointment: Johns 





Hospital Appointment: Riverside 




Elizabeth City, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment: Carilion Clinic 
Program, Roanoke, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)





Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Emergency Medicine)
Bruch, William Mark III
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: University 






Hospital Appointment: Mercy Medical 




Hospital Appointment: Children’s 
Hospital of Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles, California
(Pediatrics)
Chuquin, Kathryn Ely Pierce
Maurertown, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, New York, New York
(General Surgery)
Coppes, Lucas Adriaan Anton
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: University of 




Hospital Appointment: Vanderbilt 





Hospital Appointment: Albany 





Hospital Appointment: Brown 





Patterson Air Force Base 
Medical Center, Dayton, Ohio
(General Surgery)
Del Do, Michael Patrick
Fayetteville, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment: Tripler Army 
Medical Center, Honolulu, Hawaii
(Otolaryngology)
Deo, Shivdeep Kuar 
Centreville, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Christiana 
















Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
(Internal Medicine)
Eagan, Alexandra Rose 
Baltimore, Maryland


















Patterson Air Force Base 




Hospital Appointment: Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine 
- Cohen Children’s Medical 




Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Loma Linda 
University, Loma Linda, California
(Internal Medicine) 
School of Medicine
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Flores, Kyle Hampton
Kernersville, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment: Moses 
H. Cone Memorial Hospital, 
Greensboro, North Carolina
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
University of North Carolina 





Hospital Appointment: Womack 





Hospital Appointment: Eastern 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University of 
North Carolina School of Medicine, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
(Surgery-Preliminary)
University of North Carolina 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 












Hospital Appointment: Bon 











Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)















Hospital Appointment: University 
of Washington Affiliated 
Hospitals, Seattle, Washington
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)
Griffith, Frederick Phillip IV
Aldie, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base 




Hospital Appointment: Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri
(Internal Medicine)
Grzegorczyk, Anne Maria
Newbury Park, California 
Hospital Appointment: California 





Hospital Appointment: Drexel 
University College of Medicine/
Hahnemann University Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)





Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals, 




Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary) 











Hospital Appointment: Duke 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of California, Irvine Medical 
Center, Orange, California
(Internal Medicine)
Hylton, Jackson Mark Jr.
Danville, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Anesthesiology)
Igbani, Lisa Maduabuchi Anaso
Charlottesville, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Penn 





Hospital Appointment: Chippenham 









Hospital Appointment: Penn 
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Kamara, Yusufu Bampia
Woodbridge, Virginia





Hospital Appointment: Kaiser 
Permanente San Diego Medical 




Hospital Appointment: Mayo 





Hospital Appointment: UPMC 





Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
(Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation)
Kowalski, Christopher Aaron
Salt Lake City, Utah
Hospital Appointment: Penn 
State Hershey Medical Center, 
Hershey, Pennsylvania
(Orthopaedic Surgery)
Lafond, Jonathan J. 
Rahway, New Jersey
Hospital Appointment: Hofstra North 
Shore-LIJ School of Medicine,   




Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Vanderbilt 





















Hospital Appointment: Loma Linda 










Hospital Appointment: University 




Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey
Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals, 




Hospital Appointment: Olive 
View-UCLA Medical Center, 
Sylmar, California
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)





Hospital Appointment: William 
Beaumont Army Medical 











Hospital Appointment: University 
of Kentucky Medical Center, 
Lexington, Kentucky
(Internal Medicine)
Mba, Mba Uzoma Udo
Springfield, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Scripps Clinic - 




Hospital Appointment: Valley 





Hospital Appointment: Montefiore 
Medical Center, Einstein Affiliated 




Hospital Appointment: Eastern 
Virginia Medical School, 
Norfolk, Virginia
(Internal Medicine)
Miller, Megan Lauren Frances 
Fairfax, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: University of 






Hospital Appointment: East 











Hospital Appointment: Riverside 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of Utah Affiliated Hospitals, 




Hospital Appointment: University of 





Hospital Appointment: Medical 
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Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University of 









Hospital Appointment: Mountain 





Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Surgery-Preliminary)
Peng, Katherine Li-Ling Swanson
Midlothian, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: University 
of Michigan Hospitals, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)
Pennington, Roy Mason III
Surry, Virginia 
Hospital Appointment: Portsmouth 
Naval Medical Center, 
Portsmouth, Virginia 
(Internal Medicine)
Petetit, Michael J. 
St. Louis, Missouri
Hospital Appointment: State 
University of New York 











Hospital Appointment: Mayo 





Hospital Appointment: San 
Diego Naval Medical Center, 
San Diego, California
(Emergency Medicine)
Racine, Christopher Lee  
Manassas, Virginia











Hospital Appointment: Medical 




Fair Lawn, New Jersey
Hospital Appointment: Hofstra 






Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of North Carolina Hospitals, 




Hospital Appointment: Eastern 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: St. 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School, Dallas, Texas
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)
Shah, Sagar Amit  
Chester, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Louisiana 
State University School of 




Hospital Appointment: Children’s 










Hospital Appointment: Wake Forest 












Hospital Appointment: Northwestern 
University Feinberg School 
of Medicine Lurie Children’s 
Hospital, Chicago, Illinois
(Pediatrics)
Snyders, Glenn Charles Jr.
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: San 





Hospital Appointment: Baystate 





Hospital Appointment: Cleveland 




Tabari, Daniel S. 
Tarzana, California
Hospital Appointment:  
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Tampio, Alex Joseph Fejta
Ripon, Wisconsin
Hospital Appointment: State 
University of New York 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: West 
Suburban Hospital Medical 




Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)






Brown University Medical 










Hospital Appointment: Saint Joseph 
Hospital, Denver, Colorado
(Surgery-Preliminary)
University of California-Davis 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School, Dallas, Texas
(Internal Medicine)
Vaz, Jennifer Ann Rosemary 
Centreville, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: Inova Fairfax 




Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: Loma Linda 
University, Loma Linda, California
(Anesthesiology)
Wallace, Charlotte Durant 
Spartanburg, South Carolina
Hospital Appointment: Spartanburg 
Regional Medical Center, 
Spartanburg, South Carolina
(Transitional)







Hospital Appointment: UPMC 





Hospital Appointment: Barnes-Jewish 









Hospital Appointment: University 






















Hospital Appointment: University 
of Maryland/Sheppard Pratt 
Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland
(Psychiatry)
Youn, Richard C. 







Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine)
Younus, Masood S. 
Antioch, California
Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of Nevada Affiliated Hospitals, 
Las Vegas, Nevada
(Pediatrics)
Zemore, Zachary M. 
Fredericksburg, Virginia










Richmond University Medical 
Center, Staten Island, New York
(Radiology-Diagnostic)










Hospital Appointment: University 




86     VCU Commencement 2016  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student
Balakhanlou, Elnaz
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
(Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation)
Bowes, Audrey Frances   
Washington, D.C.
Hospital Appointment: 





Hospital Appointment: Eastern 





Hospital Appointment: Walter Reed 




Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)















Hospital Appointment: New York 
Presbyterian Hospital-Columbia, 




Hospital Appointment: Washington 




Hospital Appointment: Penn 





Hospital Appointment: Vidant Medical 





Hospital Appointment: Washington 
Hospital Center, Washington, D.C.
(Internal Medicine-Preliminary)
Rutgers New Jersey Medical 




Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 
of California San Diego Medical 










Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: University 





Hospital Appointment: VCU 
Health, Richmond, Virginia
(Surgery-Preliminary)
Rutgers, R.W. Johnson 
Medical School, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey




Hospital Appointment: Bon 
Secours St. Francis Hospital, 
Midlothian, Virginia
(Family Medicine)
Vo, Thuy Phuong Thi
Fairfax, Virginia
Hospital Appointment: VCU-






Cooper University Hospital, 
Camden, New Jersey
(Obstetrics/Gynecology)
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science
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Master of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
Candidates presented by 







Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 




























































































































































































































































High Point, North Carolina
Van Arsdale, Sydney Leigh*
Radford, Virginia
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by 
Dean James E. Hinterlong
Addington, Quinton Dewey*

































































































































































Vargas Villamar, Silvia Paulina*
Richmond, Virginia










School of Social Work
School of Social Work
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Zahler, Thomas George Hall*
Midlothian, Virginia
Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 






















Bell, Brittany Montana Terace
Richmond, Virginia







































































































































School of Social Work
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VCU Life Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Interim 
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Master of Environmental 
Studies
Candidates presented by 






















Candidates presented by 
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Doctor of Education
Candidates presented by Dean F. Douglas 




B.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S., Longwood University
Capstone: “Instructional Impact of the 1:1 iPad 
Program in Grades 3-5 in a Public Elementary 
School”





M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Teacher Preparedness for a One-to-One 
Computer Initiative”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “The Instructional Impact of a 1:1 iPad 
Program in Grades 3-5 in a Public Elementary 
School”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Teacher Preparedness for a 1:1 
Computer Initiative”




B.B.A., M.Ed., James Madison University
Capstone: “A Study of an Aspiring Principal 
Leadership Development Program for Improved 
Student Academic Performance”




B.A., University of Kentucky
M.A., University of Alabama
Capstone: “DreamBox: The Efficacy of 
Implementation and Perceived Instructional Value 
of DreamBox in a Public School System in Virginia”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “The Case of Algonquin High School: An 
Appreciative Inquiry of the Restorative Practices 
Discipline Program with the Implications for School 
Division Replicability”





B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Achieving Financial Stability through 
Regional Collaboratives: A Cross-Case Analysis of 
United Way Programs in Jacksonville, Houston, 
and San Francisco with Implications for Strategic 
Planning in Richmond, Virginia”





M.Ed., The College of William and Mary
Capstone: “A Performance Evaluation of Two 
Student Service Organizations in the Health 
Sciences Division of a Major Urban Research 
University”
Capstone adviser: Thomas H. Beatty, Ed.D
Llewellyn, Candy Michele Price
Leadership
Powhatan, Virginia
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
M.S., Longwood University
Capstone: “A Performance Evaluation of Two 
Student Service Organizations in the Health 
Sciences Division of a Major Urban Research 
University”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “DreamBox: The Efficacy of 
Implementation and Perceived Instructional Value 
of DreamBox in a Virginia Public School System”
Capstone adviser: Thomas Beatty, Ed.D.




M.Ed., College of William & Mary
Capstone: “Achieving Financial Stability through 
Regional Collaboratives: A Cross-Case Analysis of 
United Way Programs in Jacksonville, Houston, 
and San Francisco with Implications for Strategic 
Planning in Richmond, Virginia”




B.S., Florida State University
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Awareness and Intervention Campaign 
to Promote Social Connection in Older Adults”
Capstone adviser: Harold S. Wright Jr., Ph.D.
Doctor of Education




B.A., Sweet Briar College
M.Ed., University of Richmond
Capstone: “A Study of a School 
System’s Student Achievement and 
Teacher Efficacy in Self-Contained 
and Co-taught Classrooms”





B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University
M.S., Radford University
Capstone: “The Case of Algonquin 
High School: An Appreciative 
Inquiry of the Restorative Practices 
Discipline Program with the 
Implications for School Division 
Replicability”
Capstone adviser: Katherine 
Mansfield, Ph.D.
 Seitz, Tracy Boughan
Leadership
Deltaville, Virginia
B.A., Mary Washington College
M.Ed., College of William & Mary
Capstone: “A Study of a School 
System’s Student Achievement and 
Teacher Efficacy in Self-Contained 
and Co-taught Classrooms”





B.A., Christopher Newport University
M.S., Catholic University of America
Capstone: “Achieving Financial 
Stability through Regional 
Collaboratives: A Cross-Case 
Analysis of United Way Programs 
in Jacksonville, Houston, and San 
Francisco with Implications for 
Strategic Planning in Richmond, 
Virginia”





B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Old Dominion University
Capstone: “A Study of A School 
System’s Student Achievement and 
Teacher Efficacy in Self-Contained 
and Co-taught Classrooms”






M.Ed., Virginia State University
Capstone: “A Study of an Aspiring 
Principal Leadership Development 
Program for Improved Student 
Academic Performance”





B.A., Washington and Lee University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Capstone: “Awareness and 
Intervention Campaign to Promote 
Social Connection in Older Adults”
Capstone adviser: Harold S. White 
Jr., Ph.D.
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Candidates presented by Dean F. 




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Electric Field Controlled 
Strain Induced Ultra-Low-Energy 
Switching of Galfenol Nano-Magnets 
for Logic and Memory Applications”
Dissertation Adviser: Supriyo Bandyopadhyay, Ph.D.
Alcaine, Jose G.
Public Policy and Administration




B.S., King Saud University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Telomere Lengths in Women 
with Breast Cancer: Their Relationship 
to Chemotherapy and Acquired 
Psychoneurological Symptoms”




B.S., King Saud University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Expression of Free Fatty Acid 
Receptors and Their Role in Brain-Derived 
Neurotrophic Factor (BDNF) Secretion from the 
Glial and Enteroendocrine Cells in the Gut”
Dissertation Advisers: Srinivasa M. Karnam, Ph.D., 




B.S., King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals
Dissertation: “Enhancing Magnetic Properties 
of Cobalt Carbide CoxC (x=2 or 3) Using 
Different Nucleating Agents and SAS-JMP 
Statistical Tool to Apply in Flow Chemistry”




B.F.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Stuart Davis’s Early 
Theoretical Writings, 1918-1923”




B.S., Keene State College
Dissertation: “ATM, BRCA1, and Aurora-A: 
Mechanisms of G2/M Checkpoint Control 
in Human Embryonic Stem Cells”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Understanding the Impact of a 
Global Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
Virtual Classroom on Jamaican Educators 
Through the Lens of How People Learn (HPL)”
Dissertation Advisers: Thomas Farmer, Ph.D., 





B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Hybrid Straintronics-Spintronics: 
Energy-Efficient Non-Volatile Devices for 
Boolean and Non-Boolean Computation”
Dissertation Adviser: Supriyo Bandyopadhyay, Ph.D.
Boasso, Lauren Elizabeth




Dissertation: “Viewing Victorian Prisoners: 
Representations in the Illustrated 
Press, Painting, and Photography”




B.A., University of Delaware
Dissertation: “Investigating the Molecular Etiologies 
of Sporadic ALS (sALS) Using RNA-Sequencing”




B.S., Pennsylvania State University
M.S., University of Southern California
Dissertation: “Motives for Participation in 
Triathlons Among Midlife to Older Black 
Women: A Mixed Methods Study”
Dissertation Adviser: J. James Cotter, Ph.D.
Carr, James Patrick IV
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Henrico, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Techniques to Increase the Corrosion 
Tolerance of Zirconium Fuel Cladding”
Dissertation Adviser: Karla Mossi, Ph.D. 
Chande, Ruchi D. 
Biomedical Engineering
Brea, California
B.S., University of California
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Improved Capability of 
a Computational Foot/Ankle Model 
Using Artificial Neural Networks”





Dissertation: “Markerless Lung Tumor Trajectory 
Estimation in Projections of CBCT Sinogram”





Dissertation: “Non-Conventional Approaches 
Toward Wet-Chemical Syntheses of 
Ferromagnetic Nanomaterials”
Dissertation Adviser: Everett E. Carpenter, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy








Systems Modeling and Analysis
Disputanta, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Applied Mathematical 
Approach to Modeling: Systemic Estrogen 
and Wound Healing, Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Transplantation, and Ventilior Associated 
Lung Injury in the Human Lung”
Dissertation Adviser: Angela M. Reynolds, Ph.D.
Crabb, Edward B.
Rehabilitation and Movement Sciences




B.S., University of Maryland
Dissertation: “Modeling Spatially Varying 
Effects in Chemical Mixtures”





Dissertation: “Neural Circuit of Appetite 
Control in C. Elegans”
Dissertation Advisers: Young-Jai You, Ph.D., and 
Andrew Larner, Ph.D.
De Arment, Serra Turgay
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.T., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Understanding the Problem 
Solving Approaches of Special Educators 
Through the Lens of Adaptive Expertise”




B.A., University of Southern California
M.S., University of Pittsburgh
Dissertation: “Sensory-Based Subtyping in 
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder”
Dissertation Adviser: Stacey Reynolds, Ph.D.
DeCarlo, Matthew Peter
Social Work
East Brunswick, New Jersey
B.A., College of William & Mary
M.S.W., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Implementation of Self-
Directed Supports for Individuals with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities: 
A Political Economy Analysis”




B.A., University of Kentucky
M.A., American University
Dissertation: “Causes and Consequences of Peer 
Victimization Among Adolescents with Autism”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Evaluating and Improving 
the Efficiency of Software for High 
Throughput Sequence Data Analysis”





B.S., Institute of Chemical Technology
Dissertation: “Economic Burden of Opioid 
Poisonings in Prescription Opioid Users”




B.S., Indian Institute of Technology
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.B.A., University of Wisconsin
Dissertation: “A Method for Analyzing Correlated 
Predictors as Mixture Effects on a Biological 
Outcome Acting Through a Mediation Pathway”
Dissertation Adviser: Robert A. Perera, Ph.D.
Farghaly, Ahmed Abdelsameh Abozeed
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology
Assiut, Egypt
B.S., M.S., Assiut University
Dissertation: “Fabrication of Multifunctional 
Nanostructured Porous Materials”







B.S., College of William & Mary
M.B.A., Duke University
Dissertation: “Critical Value Notification: 
The Relationship Between Physician 
Response and Patient Outcome”
Dissertation Adviser: William Korzun, Ph.D.
Furstein, James S. 
Health Related Sciences
Cincinnati, Ohio
B.S.N., University of Cincinnati
D.N.A.P., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Sciatic Peripheral Nerve Blockade for 
Pain Control Following Hamstring Autograft Harvest in 
Adolescents: A Comparison of Two Techniques”





B.S., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “A Story of Risperidone 
at 5HT2A Receptors”
Dissertation Advisers: Malgorzata Dukat, Ph.D., and 




B.S., East Tenessee State University
M.S., Shandong Normal University
Dissertation: “Sol-Gel Assembly of Metal 
Nanostructures into Metallic Gel 
Frameworks for Application in Chemical 
Sensing and Electrocatalysis”




B.A., North Central College
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Longitudinal Relations Between 
Perceived Parental and Peer Support for 
Violent and Nonviolent Responses to Confilct 
and Early Adolescent Dating Aggression”
Dissertation Adviser: Terri N. Sullivan, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., Tennessee Technological University
M.S.W., University of Tennessee
Dissertation: “Supporting Teen Leaders: 
Instrumentation for the Measurement 
of Teen Driver Behavior”
Dissertation Advisers: Patrick Dattalo, Ph.D., 
Elizabeth Cramer, Ph.D., Sarah Price, Ph.D., and 
Donna Dockery, Ph.D.
Gitchel, George T. Jr.
Biomedical Engineering
Fairfax Station, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of an Accurate 
Differential Diagnostic Tool for Neurological 
Movement Disorders Utilizing Eye Movements”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Maximizing the Power of Cell 
Type-Specific Differential Expression Detection 
in Heterogeneous Gene Expression Measures 
Through a Linear Regression Model”
Dissertation Advisers: Mikhail Dozmorov, Ph.D., 





B.S., College of William & Mary
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Documenting Student Connectivity 
and Use of Digital Annotation Devices in 
Virginia Commonwealth University Connected 
Courses: An Assessment Toolkit for Digital 
Pedagogies in Higher Education”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Selecting Spatial Scale of Area-
Level Covariates in Regression Models”
Dissertation Advisers: David Wheeler, Ph.D., and 
Chris Gennings, Ph.D.
Hafiz, Shopan din Ahmad
Engineering
Sylhet, Bangladesh
B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Optical Investigations of 
InGaN Heterostructures for Photonic and 
Phononic Applications: Light Emitting 
Diodes and Phonon Cavities”
Dissertation Adviser: Umit Ozgur, Ph.D.
Hall, Katherine J.





B.A., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Pharmacological Implications of 
A2AR-D2R Heteromerization and the Significance for 
Parkinson’s Disease”




B.S., Northern Michigan University
Dissertation: “Investigation of Anaplasma 
Phagocytophilum and Anaplasma Marginale 
Adhesin-Host Cell Interactions”
Dissertation Adviser: Jason A. Carlyon, Ph.D.
Hemeda, Ahmed Anwar Ali




Dependent Performance of Submerged 
Superhydrophobic Surfaces”




B.S., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “The Molecular and Mechanical 
Mechanisms of the Age Associated 
Increase in the Severity of Experimental 
Ventilator Induced Lung Injury”




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Coherent Spin Transport 
in Nanowire Spin Valves and Novel 
Spintronic Devices Possibilities”




B.S., University of Maryland
Dissertation: “Functional Study of CMYA5, 
A Candidate Gene for Schizophrenia”





B.F.A., National College of Arts
M.F.A., University of Minnesota
Dissertation: “Reconsidering Modern Art of 
Pakistan: Lahore Art Circle 1947-1957”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Postsynthetic Modification 
of Nanoporous Organic Frameworks 
for Selective CO2 Capture”




B.S., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Exploring the Concept of HOCT3 
Inhibitors as a Novel Class of Antidepressants”




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Catching Up and Staying Out 
of Trouble: Serious Juvenile Offenders’ 
Educational Experiences While Incarcerated 
and Their Transition to the Community”
Dissertation Adviser: Wendy Kliewer, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy





M.P.H., Georgia Southern University
Dissertation: “Finding the Cutpoint of a 
Continuous Covariate in a Parametric 
Survival Analysis Model”








B.S., James Madison University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Xenopus Laevis as a Tool 
to Identify Shape Changes in Orofacial 
Development and Disease”





M.Ed., University of Missouri
Dissertation: “Considerations in the Provision of 
Mental Health Services Toward Arab Americans”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of Small Molecule 
Inhibitors of CtBP and Investigation of the 
Scope of C-H Activation Reactions Catalyzed 
by Pd(II) Multi-Walled Carbon Nanotubes”




B.S., Rajiv Gandhi Technical University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Electrophysiology of Basal Ganglia 
Circuitry and Dystonia as a Model of the 
Role of BG in Motor Control Function”
Dissertation Advisers: Paul A. Wetzel, Ph.D., and 





M.S., Georgia Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “The Development of a Cell 
Delivery System Using Alginate Microbeads 
for Musculoskeletal Defects”
Dissertation Advisers: Barbara Boyan, Ph.D., Frank 
Gupton, Ph.D., Michael Peters, Ph.D., Zvi Schwartz, 





Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Identifying Functional Variation in 
Schizophrenia GWAS Loci by Pooled Sequencing”





Dissertation: “Transformation of Human Mast Cells 
by Interferon-Gamma and the Potential Role of 
Myeloid Derived Supressor Cells in Mastocytosis”
Dissertation Adviser: Lawrence B. Schwartz, M.D., 
Ph.D.
Mamdani, Mohammed
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey
B.S., Rochester Institute of Technology
M.S., New York Medical College
Dissertation: “Regulation of Gene 
Expression Networks in Nucleus 
Accumbens of Chronic Alcoholics”





B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Ancient Puebloan Human 
Effigy Vessels: An Examination of 
Iconography and Tradition”




B.S., East Tenessee State University
Dissertation: “Investigation of Kinetic Visual 
Biofeedback on Dynamic Stance Symmetry”
Dissertation Advisers: Peter E. Pidcoe, Ph.D., and 




B.S.N., Ohio State University
M.S.N., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Determinants of Hospital 
Choice of Anesthesia Practice Model”
Dissertation Advisers: Suzanne Wright, Ph.D., 






Dissertation: “Rage and Social Media Use: The 
Effect of Social Media Consumption on Perceived 
Racism, Stress Appraisal, and Anger Expression 
Among Young African American Adults”
Dissertation Adviser: Faye Z. Belgrave, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessing the Role of 
Signature MicroRNA in the Development 
of Chronic Renal Allograft Dysfunction”
Dissertation Adviser: Vladimir Vladimirov, M.D., 
Ph.D.
McDonagh, Philip R.
Clinical and Translational Sciences




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Time-resolved Photoluminescence 
Studies of Point Defects in GaN”
Dissertation Adviser: Michael Reshchikov, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., James Madison University
M.S., University of Texas
Dissertation: “Workplace Discrimination 
and Visual Impairment: An Analysis of 
EEOC Charges and Resolutions”
Dissertation Adviser: Al Copolillo, Ph.D.
Meier, Jeremy A.






M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exploring the Influence of 
Socioeconomic Factors on the Executive Function 
and Theory of Mind Skills of Preschoolers”




B.S., Sharif University of Technology
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Beyond Conventional C-Plane GaN-
Based Light Emitting Diodes: A Systematic 
Exploration of LEDs on Semi-Polar Orientations”





B.F.A., University of Tampa
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Cajamarca Ceramic Spoons from 
Northern Peru: Foaming a Symbolic Function”







B.S., North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University
Dissertation: “Discriminating Stimulus Properties of 
Endocannabinoid Degradative Enzyme Inhibitors”
Dissertation Adviser: Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.
Palapati, Naveen Kumar Reddy
Engineering
Nellore, India
B.S., Gokaraju Rangaraju Institute of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Diagnostics and Degradation 
Investigations of Li-Ion Battery Electrodes Using 
Single Nanowire Electrochemical Cells”





B.S., Patil College of Pharmacy
M.S., Saint John’s University
Dissertation: “Characterization and Economic 
Burden Associated with Pediatric 
Opioid Exposures and Poisonings”








Dissertation: “Interactions of the Naphthalene 
Radical Cation with Polar and Unsaturated 
Molecules in the Gas Phase” 




B.A., University of Richmond
M.A., Naropa University
Dissertation: “From Intra-to Inter-personal: 
Effects of Mindfulness Training on Emotion 
Regulation in Social Contexts” 
Dissertation Adviser: Kirk Warren Brown, Ph.D.
Sah, Sanjay K. 
Engineering
Siraha, Nepal
B.S., University of Central Oklahoma
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Magnetic Materials Chacterization 
and Modeling for Magnetic Shielding of 
Cyromodules in Particle Accelerators”




B.S., M.S., Basrah University
Dissertation: “Power Maximization for Pyroelectric, 
Piezoelectric, and Hybrid Energy Harvesting”




B.S., M.S., Capital Medical University
Dissertation: “Investigating the Effects of 
Area-Level Socioeconomic Status, Racial 
Residential Segregation, and Physician 
Composition on Colorectal Cancer Screening”





B.A., California State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Butch Bottoms, Nancy Boys, and 
Muscle Queens: Examining Hypermasculine and 
Sexual Health Among Gay and Bisexual Men”




B.S., University of Missouri
M.S., Southern Illinois University
Dissertation: “Low Flow Domiciliary 
Oxygen as a Mechanism of Ongoing 
Oxidative Stress in COPD Patients”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Determining the Role of C-Terminal 
Binding Protein in Cancer Formation”




B.S., George Mason University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Introducing Novel Combinatorial 
Targeted Therapies in Multiple Types of Cancer”
Dissertation Adviser: Paul Dent, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Tavel, Jason S.
Health Related Sciences
Old Bethpage, New York
B.A., State University of New York at Oswego
M.S., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Spontaneous Abortions Among U.S. 
Occupationally Exposed Radiologic Technologists”
Dissertation Adviser: Terri I. Fauber, Ed.D.
Tehrani, Ali Bonakdar




Dissertation: “Federal Policies, Programs, 
and Prescription Drugs”




B.S., James Madison University
M.Ed., Clemson University
Dissertation: “A Comparative Case Study of the 
Relationships Between Policy Context, Design, 
and Implementation of P-20 Educational 
Reform Movements in Texas and Tennessee”





B.S., Kharkiv National University of Radio Electronics
Dissertation: “Growth and Characterization of 
Wide Bandgap Quaternary BeMgZnO Thin 
Films and BeMgZnO/ZnO Heterostructures”
Dissertation Advisers: Umit. Ozgur, Ph.D., Hadis 
Morkoc, Ph.D., Vitaliy Avrutin, Ph.D., Denis 





B.S., University of Nebraska
Dissertation: “Acute and Chronic Effects of 
Inhalants in Intracranial Self-Stimulation”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Sulfated Dehydropolymer of Caffeic 
Acid for Repair of Lung Damage and Emphysema”




A.S., M.S., Pharm.D., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “Resource Utilization and Costs 
Associated with Off-Label Use of Atypical 
Antipsychotics in an Adult Population”





M.A., George Washington University
Dissertation: “Towards Epistemological 
Diversity: Perspectives on Federally-Funded 
Indigenous Research and Evaluation”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Contribution of Historical and 
Contemporary Coastal Landscapes and 
Management to Population Structure of 
Chesapeake Bay Bald Eagles and Osprey”
Dissertation Advisers: Rodney Dyer, Ph.D., and Greg 
Garman, Ph.D.
Waldrop, Alexander Moore Jr.
Integrative Life Sciences
Lexington, Kentucky
B.S., Centre College 
Dissertation: “The Microbiome in 
Light of Host Evolution”





Dissertation: “Meta Analytic Estimation 
Techniques for Non-Convergent 
Repeated-Measure Clustered Data”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Behavioral Phenotyping 
of VMAT1 Knockout Mice: Relevance 
for Neuropsychiatric Disorders”
Dissertation Adviser: Joseph H. Porter, Ph.D
Wheeler, Natalie A.
Neuroscience
Long Valley, New Jersey
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Autotaxin in Central Nervous 
Systems Development and Disease”




B.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “The Modification of Silica 
Aerogel Materials for Contemporary Use”




B.S., University of Peradeniya
M.S., University of Idaho
Dissertation: “Improving Understandibility 
and Uncertainty Modeling of Data 
Using Fuzzy Logic Systems”




B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Allegories of the Modern: 
The Female Nude in Art Nouveau”




B.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Allosteric Effects of G-Protein 
Coupled Receptor Heteromerization: 
Relevance to Psychosis”
Dissertation Adviser: Diomedes E. Logothetis, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., University of Wisconsin
Dissertation: “Anextension of Penalized 
Ordinal Responses Models”




B.S., M.S., University of Novi Sad
Dissertation: “Direct L2 Support Vector Machine”





M.S., University of Kentucky
Dissertation: “Effects of HIV-1 Viral 
Protein Tat on the Viability and Function 
of Oligodendroglial Cells”
Dissertation Adviser: Pamela E. Knapp, Ph.D.
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Virginia Commonwealth University 
is committed to excellence 
in teaching, research, public 
service and patient care. To 
realize and recognize academic 
excellence is VCU’s highest 
priority. The Honors College was 
established to help fulfill this objective by meeting the needs 
of academically talented undergraduate students.
University Honors and Awards
Honors College
VCU bestows the accolade of “graduation with University Honors” on graduating 
seniors who have attained distinction through impressive achievement in course 
work as well as other formal and informal educational experiences. To merit this 
distinction, students must complete a rigorous honors curriculum, excel in their 
academic work and submit an academic dossier that reflects their commitment to 
learning in the best university tradition. Their petition to graduate with University 
Honors must be approved by the Honors College Council. The medallions worn 
by these students at Commencement recognize this achievement; this distinction 
also is noted on the students’ official transcripts and on their diplomas.
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The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
Phi Kappa Phi is a national honor society founded in 1897. 
The Virginia Commonwealth University chapter was estab-
lished in 1976. The primary objectives of the society are to pro-
mote the pursuit of excellence in all fields of higher education 
and to recognize outstanding achievement by students, faculty 
and others through election to membership and various awards 
for distinguished achievement.
 Phi Kappa Phi typifies the honor society’s ideal characteristic 
of American higher education, for it exists for the dual purpose 
of recognizing and honoring those students who attain high 
scholastic achievement and encouraging those students who 
are capable of doing so.
 Phi Kappa Phi is unique because it recognizes scholarship in 
all academic disciplines and does not restrict membership to a 
specific field. Its interest and eligibility are extended across all 
subjects offered at the modern university and, by so doing, the 
society highlights the importance of appreciating and under-
standing more than a single limited specialty.
Phi Kappa Phi 
Faculty Initiates
College of Humanities  
and Sciences 
Stephanie Hart
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
William Pelfrey




Phi Kappa Phi 
Alumni Initiate
Dallas Dance
Phi Kappa Phi 
Student Initiates






















































Danielle Whitlow  






































L. Douglas Wilder School of 
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Donald C. Ta 
Christopher Ralph Vance 
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Omicron Delta Epsilon  
Honor Society in Economics
Franco Ponce de Leon
Student of the Year Award
Reed Humphrey
Department of English







Black History in  
the Making Award
April Solomon
Emily R. Murphy Scholarship  
in Forensic Science
Robert Stein
Graduate Student Professional 








Alden G. Bigelow Award
Daniel J. Dawson
F. Edward Lund Award
Evan V. Clarke 
Daniel J. Dawson 
Kelly L. Lipford 
Paul M. Nordvig 
Brandon S. Seal
James Tice Moore Award
Kathryn S. Parkhurst 
Amanda C. Tompkins
Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Sciences
Exercise Science Professional 
and Academic Excellence Award
Virginia Mihalick
Exercise Science Student  








































Outstanding Student in 
International Relations
Jacqueline Schneck



























Statistical Sciences and 
Operations Research
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School of Allied Health Professions







PKP Wayne C. Hall Scholarship
Pacifique Munezero
A.D. Williams Award
Jocelyn Grayson  
(received in junior year)
Shong Kim (received in junior year)
Rebecca Matthews  
(received in junior year)
Pacifique Munezero  
(received in junior year)








Marion Cotter King Award
Nicole Hunt








A.D. Williams Award 
for Scholarship
Margaret Vacarro
Department of  
Health Administration
Thomas C. Barker Outstanding 
Preceptor Award
To be announced
Class of 2016  
Student of the Year Award
Joanna Fowler
Dolores G. Clement Award  
for Outstanding Advising
Jonathan P. DeShazo, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Herman L. Mullins Award for 
Outstanding Management Study
To be announced
Jerry L. Norville Award for 
Outstanding Educator
Laura McClelland, Ph.D.
Donald J. Romano Prize
Meghan Wilson























Jacqueline Sumanis  
(August 2015 graduate)
A.D. Williams Scholarly 
Achievement Award
Katherine Hopper
Caitlin Kenny (August 2015 graduate)





Commonwealth of  
Virginia Scholarship
Rizelle Baul













A.D.  Williams Award
Corinne Sharp McLees
A.D. Williams Fieldwork 
Scholarship
Jared Purvis
A.D. Williams Leadership 
Scholarship
Michelle Leon
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School of Allied Health Professions (cont.)
Department of 
Radiation Sciences
Elizabeth Blackburn Award – 
Nuclear Medicine Technology
Christopher Salvatore
Outstanding Student Award – 
Radiation Therapy
Jessie Pugh
Tina Plaster Memorial Award 
– Radiography
Kristine Platon





Anne L. Chandler Scholarship  
in Rehabilitation Counseling
Karen M. Pascual
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William B. Clopton Scholarship
Anne M. Gearhart
Ruth Hibbs Hyland Award
Jennifer S. Didlake
Emily A. Hall
Allen N. Lewis Scholarship 
Jessica D. Andrews







Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Dylan C. Maddox
Maurice and Josie Bonds 
Scholarship
Micaela C. Gore 
Judith W. Godwin 4-Year Merit 
Scholarship
Micaela C. Gore
Bernice B. Gordon Art History 
Scholarship
Micaela C. Gore





Caitlin M. Turner 







































 Erin F. Bushnell
Outstanding Achievement Award 
in Art Foundation
Lauren P. Rakes




















Dean’s International Study Grant
Sun Yushan
Juried Fine Art Student Exhibition 













Department of Dance 
and Choreography
$5000 Renewable Scholarship










Deans’ International Study Grant
Aria R. Roach
Kara M. Robertson









Kara M. Robertson 
VCU Arts Dean’s Scholarship in 
Art History
Shanice L. Mason










Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Skye E. Richardson
Cotton Incorporated: Cut and Sew 
Kits – Second Place
Courtney L. Whitcomb
Cotton Incorporated: Day Dresses 
– First Place
Maura R. Lora
Cotton Incorporated: Line 
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Cotton Incorporated: Line 
Development – Second Place
Kirsten T. Brunson
Emma C. Davis
Cotton Incorporated:  
Menswear – First Place
Carlos Ramirez Santiago
Cotton Incorporated:  
Menswear – Second Place
Jennifer Kim
Cotton Incorporated: Tree Skirts – 
First Place
Carlos Ramirez Santiago
Cotton Incorporated:  




George Newman Award for 











Robert Rey B. Layson






















Deans’ International Study Grant
Michael D. Walker
Robert and Joye Ledford 
Graduate Scholarship
Benjamin I. Enjen
Robert and Joye Ledford 
Undergraduate Scholarship
Miranda C. Leung




Phi Kappa Phi: School of the 
Arts Award for Undergraduate 
Students
Michael D. Walker




































































Deans’ International Study Grant
Keith Boylan





Kinetic Imaging Faculty 
Recognition
David C. Price
Phi Kappa Phi: School of the Arts 




John Roos Memorial Scholarship
Eva Rocha
















Frances McGhee Blaylock 
Scholarship in Piano
Lanjiaboa Ge
School of the Arts (cont.)
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School of the Arts (cont.)
Waverly M. Cole Music Fund
Lanjiaboa Ge











Jesus Silva Merit Scholarship
Jonathan Goldie
Joel P. Hansen









Robert and Jayne Wait Four-Year 
Merit Scholarship in Music
Taylor A. Gaines






Christopher Bell  
Memorial Scholarship
David E. Withers
Bon Air Artists Association 
Scholarship in Painting and 
Printmaking
Malcolm M. Peacock
Maurice Bonds Scholarship in 
Painting and Printmaking
Zachary R. Stahl
Richard Carlyon Student 
Research Fund for  
Independent Study
Avis L. Hoggard
William B. Clopton Scholarship
Shelby K. Patton
Deborah S. Ferguson Memorial 
Scholarship
Nicole J. Lee
Juried Fine Art Student Exhibition 
Jumping Fences Award
Malcolm M. Peacock
Juried Fine Art Student Exhibition 
Award of Distinction in Painting 
and Printmaking
Collin J. Ward







































Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Erika P. Bizousky
William B. Clopton Scholarship
Alexander Kreher
Jennifer N. Vansteenburgh
Dean’s International Study Grant
Liesa A. Collins
Dean’s Scholarship – 
Photography and Film
Alvalia R. Pemberton
Etta and Bernie Edwards 
Endowment for the Arts
Vernard E. Bickford
William R. Gaines Scholarship
Jessica L. Carey
Most Outstanding Film Junior
Abigail M. Reddington
Most Outstanding Film 
Sophomore
Alexander Kreher
Most Outstanding Photo Junior
Olivia E. Walthall 
Most Outstanding Photo 
Sophomore
James C. Quinlan





VCU Arts Dean’s Scholarship  
in Art Foundation
Alexander Kreher










Tyler Binsted Endowed 
Scholarship
Skyler B. Thompson






Dean’s International Study Grant
Jessica S. Lipsett
Lauren R. Terry













Juried Fine Art Student Exhibition 
Award of Distinction in Sculpture 
and Extended Media
Hwajin Shin
Juried Fine Art Student  
Exhibition Juror’s Choice
Jessica S. Lipsett
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School of the Arts (cont.)
Vikki Katen Memorial 
Scholarship in Sculpture
Ling-Lin Ku
Outstanding Achievement Award 
in Art Foundation
Lindsay C. Hawk
Peachtree Scholarship in 





Phi Kappa Phi: School of the 












VCU Arts Dean’s Scholarship in 
Art Foundation
Laura C. Mcadams
VCU Arts Dean’s Scholarship in 
Sculpture and Extended Media
Natasha M. Kovacs










































VCU Arts Dean’s Scholarship  
in Theatre
Willa R. Piro
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School of Business
Dean’s Scholars























































Department of Finance, Insurance and 
Real Estate
Lamin Koroma




Department of Marketing 
Robert Seiler 
Department of Supply Chain 
Management and Analytics

















Department of Finance, Insurance and 
Real Estate
Faby Argandona
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School of Dentistry
Dental Hygiene Awards
American Association of Public 
Health Dentistry Award
Kristen D. Greene
Clinical Dental Hygiene Award
Kimberly A. Fisher
Nicole Rauer
Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals 
STAR Award
Kristen D. Greene
















Virginia Dental Hygienists’ 
Association Award
Danielle M. Nogle
Doctor of Dental 
Surgery Awards
Academy of Operative  
Dentistry Award
Charles William Smith IV
American Academy of Implant 
Dentistry Dental Student Award
Eric Brooks Bokinsky
American Academy of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Pathology Award
Michael Paul Marotta
Charles William Smith IV
American Academy of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology Award
Swati Mittal
American Academy of  
Oral Medicine Award
Alexa D. Gruber
American Academy of 
Osseointegration Award
Michelle Justine Peters
American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry Certificate of Merit
Brandy Nichelle Edmonds
American Academy of 
Periodontology Award
Jennifer Lauren Oakley
American Association of 
Endodontists Award
Camden Jakob Smith
American Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Implant Award
Azin Sayah
American Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons Dental 
Student Award
Dan Quoc Tran
American Association of  
Oral Biology Award
Lyubov Daniilovna Slashcheva
American Association of 
Orthodontists Award
Wyatt Andrew Loflin
American Association of  
Public Health Dentistry Award
Jennifer J. Novak
American Association of Women 
Dentists Elenor J. Bushee Senior 
Dental Student Award
Kristin Coffield Edwards
American College  
of Prosthodontics  
Achievement Award
Anna Elizabeth Pitz
American Dental Society of 





DENTSPLY Merit Award for 
Removable Prosthodontics
Ahmad M. Alawadi
Hugh Douglas Jr. Award
James Oliver Olsen




International College of Dentists 
Award USA Section Student 
Humanitarian Award
Lyubov Daniilovna Slashcheva
International College of Dentists 
Award USA Section Student 
Leadership Award
Kristin Coffield Edwards









H. Edwin Semler Award
Swati Mittal
Southeastern Academy  
of Prosthodontics Award
Amy Herron Moody
Whip Mix Corporation  
Hanau Prosthodontic Award
Christopher Gust Wolberg
F.B. Wiebusch Award for 
Excellence in Periodontics
Michael Paul Marotta
University Honors and Awards
VCU Commencement 2016     119
School of Education








Clark Scholarship in 
Counselor Education
Travis M. Luck


















Debbie and Todd 
House Urban Education 
Scholarship in Math 
and Science
Meredith E. McMahan






Virginia and Berta 
Newell Scholarship
Jill P. Wiedemann
Meadows L. Phillips and 
Thomas H. Weatherford 
Veterans Scholarship
Luke M. Evancoe
Richard J. Rezba 
Scholarship
Yookyung Chung
Schiltz Family Merit 
Scholarship
Matthew A. Earman













Virginia Scholars Award 
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Joseph C. Farrell 
Merit Scholarship
Allison Riggs
Alice T. and William 






























Tau Beta Pi Engineering 
Honor Society
Nicolas M. Andrade




























University Honors and Awards
VCU Commencement 2016     121
L. Douglas Wilder School  









Alpha Pi Sigma, the National 




























Outstanding Graduate Student 
Nicole Barry 
Thomas Burns




American Planning Association, 
Virginia Chapter, Outstanding 
Student Award
Justin Grenzebach
Marijean Hawthorne Excellence 
in Writing Award
Luanda Fiscella




American Institute of Certified 
Planners Outstanding Student 
Award
Hayley Angel
American Planning Association, 
Virginia Chapter, Outstanding 
Student Award
Dan Dabrowski








Ph.D. in Public Policy 
and Administration 
Outstanding Doctoral  
Student Award
Grant Rissler
University Honors and Awards





Lucas Adriaan Anton Coppes*
Michael Patrick Del Do*
Kyle Hampton Flores*
Brandon Ross Garren
Adam Mitchell Goodreau* 
Sushmita Bharat Gordhandas









Katherine Li-Ling Swanson Peng
Lindsey Parker Pflugner















Masood S. Younus 
*Elected in junior year
Robert C. Bryan 
Award in Pathology
James Richards Watson









Third Year Class for 2014-2015
Glenn Charles Snyders Jr.
Second Year Class for 2013-2014
James Richards Watson





Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
2013; Phi Kappa Phi Scholarship 
nomination, 2014
Bhanu Evani
VCU School of Graduate Studies 
Travel Grant, 2012, 2013; Karl 
E. Peace Biostatistics Award for 
Excellence and Scholarship, 2013
Edmund R. Glass
Karl E. Peace Biostatistics Award for 
Excellence and Scholarship, 2015; 
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2013
Lauren P. Grant
GlaxoSmithKline Scholar Award, 2010; 
Best Overall Presentation, Biostatistics 
Student Research Symposium, 2013; 
Biopharmaceutical Applied Statistics 
Scholarship, 2013; Alpha Epsilon 
Lambda Honor Society, 2014; Best 
Overall Presentation, Biostatistics 





North East SAS Users Group (NESUG) 
Student Scholarship, 2013; Best 
Overall Presentation, Virginia Academy 
of Science, Statistics Section Annual 
Meeting, 2015; VCU School of 
Graduate Studies Travel Grant 2016
Qing Zhou
Charles C. Clayton Award, School 
of Medicine, 2013; Karl E. Peace 
Biostatistics Award for Excellence 
and Scholarship, 2014; Alpha Epsilon 
Lambda Honor Society, 2015
Department of Family 
Medicine and Population 




Charles C. Clayton Award, 2016; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2015
Katherine Crawford
Phi Kappa Phi Award, 2016; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2015
Lauren B. Gray
Charles C. Clayton Award, 2016
Ph.D. candidate
Qin Shen
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2012
Department of Health 
Behavior and Policy
Ph.D. in Healthcare Policy and Research 
Ali Bonakdar Tehrani
Pre-doctoral fellowship, Susan G. 
Komen; VCU Massey Cancer Center 
Cancer Prevention and Control, 
Doctoral Dissertation Research 
Support Program Award, 2015, $1,000; 
VCU Department of Health Care 
Policy and Research, Dissertation 
Award, 2015, $1,000; VCU 43rd 
Annual John C. Forbes Research 
Colloquium Award, 2015, $100
Ph.D. in Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Jennifer St. Clair Russell
VCU Graduate School Travel Award, 
2013; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
2013; Alpha Epsilon Lambda Graduate 
Honor Society, 2014; Alpha Epsilon 
Lambda Nomination Award, 2014
University Honors and Awards
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Award, VCU School of Graduate 
Studies, 2014; Chrysalis 
Program participant, 2012; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honors, 2011
Ph.D. candidate
Kathryn Hebert
Travel Award, American Society 
for Rickettsiology Meeting, 2015
Department of Radiation 




Second Place, Young Investigator’s 
Symposium, Mid-Atlantic Chapter 






Charles C. Clayton Award, 2015; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2012
Matthew E. Tracy
SciPy Financial Aid Scholarship 
for SciPy 2015; Ruth L. Kirschstein 
National Research Service Award for 
Individual Predoctoral Fellows (F31)




Teaching assistant, Physiology 206 
lab, 2014; presentation at Annual 
Digestive Disease Week Conference, 
2010; 27th Annual Daniel T. Watts 
Research Poster Symposium, 2010; 
Career Development Award, King 
Abdullah Graduate Scholarship, 2009
Junghoon Ha
Charles C. Clayton Award, VCU 
School of Medicine nominee, 
2014; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
membership, 2013; Phi Kappa Phi 
Scholarship nominee, 2014
Candice N. Hatcher
Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award for Individual 
Predoctoral Fellows (F31), 2014; 
teaching assistant, Physiology 206 
lab, 2013; poster presentation at 
Graduate Student Research Forum, 
2012; Poland Award, Department of 
Physiology and Biophysics, 2010
Sung H. Park
Robert W. Ramsey Award, 
Department of Physiology and 
Biophysics, 2013; teaching assis-
tant, Physiology 206 lab, 2015
Molecular Biology and 
Genetics Curriculum
Ph.D. candidates
Bridget Quinn, Department of 
Human and Molecular Genetics
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 
2011; Roscoe D. Hughes Award, 
Department of Human and 
Molecular Genetics, 2015
Sabrina Cordell Prescott, Department 
of Microbiology and Immunology 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Graduate 
Studies Scholarship, 2009; Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society, 2010; 
Southern Regional Education Board 
Doctoral Scholar Fellowship, 2010; 
Southern Regional Education Board 
Travel Grant, 2010; VCU School of 





Young Investigators Educational 
Enhancement Award, 2016; 
Poster Award, Great Lakes Glia 
Meeting, 2015; Travel Award, 
VCU Neuroscience Program, 2015; 
Presentation Award, Forbes Day, 2015; 
Poster Award, Brain Immunology 
and Glia Symposium, 2014; Travel 
Award, VCU Graduate School, 2013
Jason W. Younkin
Travel Award, VCU Neuroscience 
Graduate Program, 2014; Poster 
session press release, Biophysical 
Society Annual Meeting, 2013
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Emswiller Award for 
Leadership Achievement
Jacob Buck
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School of Social Work
The Frank and Pat 
Baskind Gift-Giving 






Frederic Bastiat Fellowship 
from the Mercatus Center
Matthew DeCarlo
Emmett W. Cocke 
Jr. Scholarship 
Deborah Shea
William Randolph Hearst 
Endowed Scholarship
Huy Ho
The Honor Society 






















































































































David N. Saunders 
Legislative Award 
Allison Gilbreath
Rita Schleuter Memorial 
Scholarship 
Jacqulyn Washington
School of Social Work 
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School of Social Work (cont.)












































Martin S. Schwartz 
Scholarship 
Lia Ferrell
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratulate you on this 
wonderful occasion. Although you likely received much support and encouragement 
from your families and friends, this is a personal educational achievement that is a 
tribute to your hard work and intellectual perseverance.
 
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, we hope you will rec-
ognize that your university and your alumni organizations have provided you with 
solid ground from which to grow. We also hope that you, as alumni, will use your 
significant talents and energies to continue and expand your alumni organization’s 
stewardship.
 
As a graduate, you join more than 174,000 VCU alumni throughout the world and, with words and deeds, 
show the excellence and quality of your education. Be proud of your university, because we are proud of you! 
Our wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, in doing so, find a method of contributing 
to society and the university in a way that is meaningful for you.
 
Please consider joining VCU Alumni and continue to be engaged with your alma mater. We won’t be the 
best VCU Alumni we can be without you!
Yours for VCU,
James E. Williams (B.S.’84/GPA; M.S.’96/GPA)
President, VCU Alumni 
As one of only 28 public universities with academic medi-
cal centers to be designated by the Carnegie Foundation as 
“Community Engaged” with “Very High Research Activity,” 
Virginia Commonwealth University has cemented its reputation 
as one of the nation’s top 200 research universities worldwide. 
Under the leadership of President Michael Rao, Ph.D., 
VCU boasts $270.3 million in funded research, as well as 
several graduate and first professional programs ranked in 
the top 50 nationally by U.S. News & World Report, includ-
ing the No. 1 ranked sculpture and nurse 
anesthesia programs. And, through the 
guidance of its strategic plan, Quest for 
Distinction, VCU remains poised to 
further its status as a premier, urban 
public institution able to meet the 
demands of diverse populations through 
impactful research, rigorous study and 
extensive community engagement.  
This mission traces its roots to two 
institutions: the Medical College of 
Virginia, established in 1838 as the 
medical department of Hampden-Sydney 
College, and the Richmond School of Social Economy, founded 
independently in 1917 and operated as the Richmond division 
of the College of William & Mary beginning in 1925. 
MCV, after gaining independence in 1854, became state-
affiliated in 1860, while in 1939, the College of William & 
Mary changed the name of its Richmond division to Richmond 
Professional Institute, which then went on to become an 
independent state institution in 1962. 
Spurred by recommendations set forth in a 1967 legislative 
report commissioned by Edward A. Wayne Sr., president of 
the Richmond Federal Reserve Bank, city and state leaders 
began to envision a comprehensive and diverse urban univer-
sity born from the infrastructure and resources of MCV and 
RPI. In 1968, Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. signed that bold vision 
into existence as VCU. 
Today, VCU serves an integral role in the economic and 
cultural vitality of the city and the state, educating the current 
and future workforce, reaching out to the community, advanc-
ing research and enhancing patient care. More than 174,000 
VCU alumni live and lead around the world.
The university enrolls more than 31,000 students in 225 
degree and certificate programs in the arts, sciences and 
humanities. Seventy-nine of the programs are unique in 
Virginia, many of them crossing the disciplines of VCU’s 
13 schools and one college. VCU has a full-time instruc-
tional faculty of more than 2,200 who are nationally and 
internationally recognized for excel-
lence in the arts, business, education, 
engineering, the humanities, the life 
sciences, social work and all the health 
care professions. 
VCU students and faculty live and 
work in locations around the state and 
around the world, including at the VCU 
School of the Arts in Qatar, which has 
been awarding fine arts degrees since 
2002. The School of Medicine and the 
School of Pharmacy collaborated with 
the Inova Health System in Northern 
Virginia to establish the VCU-Inova Campus for third- and 
fourth-year medical and pharmacy students, and the School 
of Pharmacy opened a second satellite location for Doctor 
of Pharmacy students at the University of Virginia Medical 
Center in Charlottesville. 
As one of the pre-eminent, comprehensive academic 
medical centers in the nation — and the No. 1 hospital in 
Virginia as ranked in 2015 by U.S. News & World Report 
— VCU Medical Center offers state-of-the-art care in more 
than 200 specialty areas, many of national and international 
note, including organ transplantation, head and spinal cord 
trauma, burn healing and cancer treatment.
VCU and VCU Health have been honored with prestigious 
national and international recognition for top-quality 
graduate, professional and medical-care programs, reflecting 
a commitment to be among America’s top research universi-
ties focused on student learning.
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